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kmfmtcc@selway.umt.edu.
MONTANA STUDENT-ATHLETES HONORED FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE
MISSOULA Four student-athletes, two from The University of Montana-Missoula and two from
Montana State University-Bozeman, will be honored for their commitment to community
service Saturday, Nov. 3, during the 102nd Grizzly-Bobcat football game in Missoula.
The four will be acknowledged on the field by UM President George Dennison and
MSU President Geoffrey Gamble between the third and fourth quarters.
A statewide committee selected the student-athletes as The Montana Campus Compact
(MTCC) 2002 Montana Athletes in Service Award winners. Selection criteria included
commitment to civic engagement, years of service and the impact of the service on the
community.
MTCC Executive Director Dean McGovern said, "These are exceptional people. It
takes a special commitment to engage with the community when busy school and athletic
schedules dominate one’s life."
The awards commemorate the signing of the Presidents’ Declaration of the Civic
Responsibility of Higher Education, which took place November 2000 in Missoula. The first
Montana Athletes in Service Awards were presented last year in Bozeman.
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The presentation site location will alternate with the Grizzly-Bobcat football game. "It’s
a special time of year for Montana," McGovern said. "Montanans are committed to their
communities and to Griz-Cat football. It’s a time to celebrate and honor both."
This year’s recipients are:
■ Jill Henkel, a UM senior majoring in biology and a member of the Lady Griz
basketball team. She has volunteered her time and talent with more than 10 organizations,
including the Community Medical Center, Compatible, Watson Children’s Center, Read to
Achieve, the Missoula Family YMCA, Missoula Little League, Paint Up Montana, Call to
Serve and the Poverello Center.
■ Ryan Johnson, an MSU senior working on a pre-physical therapy degree and a
member of the Bobcat football team. He has volunteered for the Health South Rehabilitation
Center, Bozeman Deaconess Hospital, Eagle Mount, The Muscular Dystrophy Association,
ALTA Physical Therapy and Fitness, Rocky Mountain Football Camp, Campus Crusade for
Christ and Athletes in Action.
■ Ariana Lee, an MSU senior majoring in political science who is a member of the
Bobcat track and field team and captains the W omen’s cross country team. She has been active
in Little Bobcat Track, Junior Achievement at the Monforton School, Big Brothers-Big Sisters
of America Inc., Friends of Max Baucus, the Lewis and Clark Marathon, Christus Collegium
and other service activities.
■ Ryan O ’Neill, a UM junior in biology who is a member of the men’s tennis team.
He has been involved with the Reading is Cool Program and various activities organized by
Garden City Church, such as the Host Family Program. He also serves as the men’s tennis
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team representative on the UM Student-Athlete Advisory Board.
MTCC is a nonprofit coalition of 17 college and university presidents, chancellors and
deans committed to helping students develop the values and skills of citizenship through civic
engagement and participation in public service. It is the only statewide higher education
organization whose primary purpose is to support campus-based community public service.
MTCC members believe their institutions can best prepare the next generation of informed,
active, committed citizen leaders for Montana.
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NOTE: Electronic photos of the winners are available by e-mailing Krista Fahlgren at
kmfmtcc@sel way.um t.edu.
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